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Subject: March	  12,	  2014,	  General	  Commission	  Meeting	  Testimony	  on	  Charter	  School	  application	  for
proposed	  Kau	  Learning	  Academy

Date: Tuesday,	  March	  11,	  2014	  8:59:59	  PM	  Hawaii-‐Aleutian	  Standard	  Time

From: carol	  zimmerman
To: Commission	  Mail

attn: Commission

We write to express our support for the Kau Learning Academy.  We are parents of an 11
year old and we would like alternative educational opportunities for him.  Currently, he and
the other children in this area, which total more than 1,000 children, must either travel up
to approximately 60 miles to attend middle school and high school.  And, children
in Naalehu, have but one choice and that is a public school which has been under
restructuring due to inadequate performance, and which, in addition, is dealing with
serious overcrowding issues.

We want what every parent wants for his/her child: a good education, and a safe
environment to allow learning to happen. 

This is not a new idea that is desired by this community.  A group of parents worked
countless hours to start a charter school about 6 years ago.  And, now, another group of
individuals is again taking on this incredible task to provide an educational alternative for
our children.

This area is mostly a lower socio-economic population.  Most of the children come from
homes that are below the poverty level.  If these children aren't provided with a good
education, there will be no break in the cycle of poverty/poor education.  Without a good
education, the future for the majority of these children will be continued poverty/welfare,
drugs, and crime.  And there is absolutely no reason why the lives of these children in this
community cannot be turned around if they are given a chance with a good education. 

Not all children begin their educational experience on equal footing - some are lucky to
come from enriched environments, but, most in this community are probably lucky just to
get to school on a regular basis, not to mention an inadequate breakfast, stress from
domestic violence or psychological/physical abuse,.... 

The educational options currently available for these children will not stop the cycle of
poverty, abuse, violence.  These beautiful children deserve a chance for a better life.  
Please, give them that chance.

Please, vote yes for the future of this community; vote yes, for the Kau Learning Academy.
Vote yes, for the children. 

Thank you for this opportunity to be heard.

Sincerely,

Dr. Carol Zimmerman, BS, DC, LAc, MAOM
Mr. David Rudacille
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